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[ N° XV. ] Saturday, May 14. 1785. 


HOUGH I would feldom chufe to venture on any fubjec& fo 

purely fcientific as that which I propofe for the Paper of to- 

day; yet as I have a great refpect for the very learned and curious 

correfpondent from whom the following letter was received, | can- 
not refift my inclination to communicate it entire to my readers, 


** Dear SiR, Madrid, 27th February 1785. 

I have been at all poflible pains to difcover, by means of thofe 
philofophers and travellers here who are beft acquainted with A- 
frica, whether any traces ftill remain of that fpecies of men of 
whom your learned countryman has taken notice, mentioned by 
Agatharchides and Sir Francis Drake, called the Axpie¢zy«, Grafshopper- 
eaters, or, as | incline to render the word, Locu/l-eaters; but hither- 
to my inguiries have met with no degree of fuccefs. Though un- 
fuccefsful, they have not, however, been unproductive; as, in the 
courfe of my fearch after that fpecies, I have met with very well 
authenticated relations of another variety of the human kind, ftill 
extant in that country, which I think has not been taken notice of 
by either of the above-mentioned authors, unlefs you fuppofe it to 
be the fame with that of the Axpepxye above mentioned, or perhaps 
with the IxSvegxye, or Fifh-eaters, recorded alfo by Agatharchides, 
and copied from him by Diodorus, and fome other later writers. 
The variety I mean is that of the ®vsxxcpxya, or Toad-eaters; of which 
I proceed to give you a particular account, which I have been hap- 
pily, not only enabled to collect from the report of fome voyagers 
who had vifited their country, but have actually had an opportu- 
nity of examining one myfelf, which is now in the pofleflion of 
that illuftrious and munificent patron of the arts, Don Gabriel de 
Crapelino, who had him from a learned prieft of the Order of Jefus, 


feveral years a miffionary in Africa, whofe account alfo makes up a 
confiderable part of my relation, 


The Phu/alophagos or Toad- eater, though found in different degrees 
of latitude, is a native of warm climates only, and feems to be of 
the migrating kind, who change their refidence according to the 
difference of times and feafons. In his original ftate, he appears, 
as indeed it is highly probable all favages are, inclined to creep or 
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walk on all fours; and the habit of walking erect or ftraight is only 
an acquired one, which feems uneafy to him; and therefore he takes 
every opportunity of returning to his former grovelling or bending 
pofture. Indeed, from fome anatomical obfervations, which the 
above-mentioned learned Jefuit had an opportunity of making on 
the body of one who had died, it appears that Nature has fitted 
them more for this pofture than for any other. The mufcle called 
by anatomitts biceps-cruris, by which the leg is bent, appeared to 
have been much enlarged by conftant ufe; whereas the /ongiffimus 
dorfi, by which the back is kept ftraight and crect, was of no 
firength at all. The elevators alfo of the upper eye-lid, called by 
{sme anatomifts the mu/fculi admirationis, were capable of great ex- 
tenfion, and feemed to have been in conflant ufe, which may be 
likewife accounted for from the prone pofition of the body, natural 
to this fpecies. The width of the throat or {wallow was alfo remark- 
able, with which Nature undoubtedly provided them, in confidera- 
tion of the kind of food on which they fubfift. 

His forehead, like that of the natives of Aracan, was flat and 
large, and probably had been made fo by an operation fimilar to 
what the inhabitants of that country practife on their children, to 
wit, by prefling a plate of lead on their foreheads immediately af- 
ter their birth. For in that one diffected by the miffionary, the os 
frontis was exceedingly thick and hard, and feemed capable of fuf- 
taining very great violence without any material impreflion. 

Like the inhabitants of the I’riendly Iles, they ufe a liquor made of 
the {pittle of others, called by our late circumnavigators cava, which 
the Phufalophag: {wallow either in its natural ftate, or, like the Ota- 
heitans, in a ftate of fermentation, Indeed, they do not at all re- 
femble the Icthuophagi or Fifh-eaters in the circumftance of living 
entirely without drink, as they feem, on the contrary, very much 
inclined to drinking: like the Filh-eaters, however, (as Diodorus re- 
ports them), it muft be confefled, they have very little fenfe of the 

-oxancr, Or the vo 77%, the beautiful or the decent. One inftance 
of which the learned Father gave me, that as far as he was inform- 
ed or could perceive, they had no objection (as indeed is the cuftom 
among feveral other favage nations) to an union with a female who 
had formerly had an illicit intercourfe with the other fex; but, on 
the contrary, like the Zartars and Yongu/ians, often preferred fuch to 
all others. 

The agility of this fpecies, like that of the Acridophagi, is ama- 
zing. ‘That one whom I faw in the pofleffion of the noble perfon 
above mentioned, would fkip over chairs and tables at a fignal given 
with the moft amazing alertnefs, In this they refemble a good deal 
the monkey tribe, as. well as in their faculty of imitation, in which 
my informer told me they excel in a very wonderful degree. Their 
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ftreneth, likewife, the miffionary reports to be very uncommon, 
He fays, he has feen fome of them bear to be loaded with burdens 
that would have wearied a porter of Ba/fora, 

This one had learned the ufe of fpeech, though not to a very 
high degree of perfection, and indeed his natural propenfity feemed 
to be rather to liften: yet with that inclination to filence which 1s 
common to man in a favage flare, he did not feem to have the me- 
lancholy caft of either the Orang Outang, or the other varieties of un- 
cultivated mankind; on the contrary, he had a mirthful difpofi- 
tion, or at leaft a facility of laughing and feeming merry, beyond 
any thing that could have been imagined of one in his fituation, 

He had, by the time I faw him, perfectly loft all inclination and 
relifh for his former manner of living, and was by no means averte 
to the delicacies of refined cookery. His tafle, however, was far 
from being acute, as at times he appeared highly to relilh, and to 


be extremely fond of very indifferent fare, when it was fet before 
him by his mafter. According to the miflionary, his countrymen, 
like the Bedas of Ceylon, have a cuftom of feafoning every thing 


with honey, a practice which accordingly this particular one at 
Don Gabriel’s ftill continued ; and his Excellency, as well as fome 
of his guefts, affured me they found it very palatable. 

Like his tafte in this inftance, his other fenfes appear to be fub- 
jet to much uncertainty. His feeing and hearing are at fome 
times remarkably acute; at others he feems hardly to poflefs thofe 
faculties at all, Like the Chacrelas, in the Ifland of Java, his fight 
is generally much quicker in the night than the day-time; and 
the later the hour, it appears to be the clearer and the more diftina, 
Like fome other favages, he feems to delight in mufic; though 
his difcrimination of founds, as might be expected, is not very 
nice. His patron, Don Gabriel, plays on the Viol de gamba but 
very indifferently; and yet he feems more pleafed with the found 
of this inftrument, than with that of fome others played by the 
ableft muficianus of the King’s opera. 

The powers of his mind feem to be of a very limited fort. He 
does not, however, appear to be naturally fo dull as fome of his 
countrymen, of whofe ftupidity Charlevoix gives remarkable in- 
{tances; who, according to his account, cannot count beyond the 
number 3. Tho’ I never had occafion to try his conception of 
numbers in its utmoft extent, I faw that he could very readily 
number the guefts at Don Gabriel’s table, who often greatly ex- 
ceeded the above denomination, or even the dithes, which were 
{till more numerous. He refembles thofe natives of Guinea more 
nearly in another particular; he, as Father Charlevoix tells us of 
them, feems very feldom to think fpontaneoufly. In point of me- 
mory, however, he differs widely from thofe natives of Guinea, of 
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which faculty he feemed endowed with a wonderful proportion. 
When he had learned enough of the Spanifh to be able to hold a 
converfation eafily, he gave many inftances of a memory exceeding- 
ly tenacious, and often remembered things which had happened 
to Don Gabriel, or which Don Gabriel related, though no body elfe 
had the moft diflant recollection of them, 

Nor was he more diftinguifhed from that fpecies mentioned by 


Charlevoix in memory, than in patience and temper. ‘* Tho’ pof- 


“* felled of little genius,” fays that traveller, “ thefe Guinea negroes 
































** are extremely acute in their feelings. According to the manner in 


** which they are treated, they are lively or melancholy, laborious 


or flothful, friendly or hoftile. When well fed and not ill treated, 


cs 
“* they are contented, chearful, and ready for every employment; 


* but when ill ufed and opprefled, they grow fullen, and often die 


‘* of melancholy. Of injuries, as well as of benefits, they are ex- 


* tremely fenfible ; and againft thofe who injure them they bear a 


** moft implacable hatred.” The very reverfe of all this feems to 
be the temperament of the Phu/alophagos. He is extremely patient 
under harfh ufage, infenfible to injuries, and is equally chearful 
and ready for any employment when ill as when well treated, with 
the exception, however, of good feeding, which feems neceflary to 
him in common with the Guinea men. 

I have thus, my very worthy and refpected Sir, endeavoured to 
give you as particular a defcription of the diftinguithing charadte- 
riftics of this fpecies, as the accounts I could rely on, or my own 
obfervation, could furnifh me with. But as | know how far thort 
any recital, how copious or exact foever, falls of an actual exami- 
nation, 1am not without hopes of being able to afford you an op- 
portunity of examining a fpecimen of the Phufalophagi yourtelf, by 
means of fome of our merchants who have opportunities of corre- 
f{pondence with Africa, But as the keeping of one, I am informed 
by Don Gabriel’s maitre d’hotel, is fomewhat expenfive, you will 
be kind enough to inform me in your next, whether there is any 
individual naturalift who would be defirous of fuch a prefent; if 
your acquaintance does not furnifh fuch a perfon, it may be as well 
that I fend him, not to enrich any private collection, but to the 
Prefident or Vice-Prefident of the Royal or Antiquarian Society. 






Iam, &c. 






W. Cy’ 


EDINBURG H: 
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